Mark Up Text- Reviewing Strategies

Student Objectives:

· Identify ways to mark up text to help understand, recall, and review key ideas and vocabulary.

· Highlight, understand, and write notes or questions in the margins. 

When reading text, it is often helpful to “mark up the text.” This means to highlight difficult vocabulary words, underline important points, and to write notes or questions in the margins of photocopied material. Discuss how marking up text can make it easier for students to review information for test or reports. Explain that it can also help students to understand and remembering what they are reading. (Note: Remind students that they should only mark up their own copies, never library or school books.

Possible Activity:

First: Distribute selected text.

Second: Read article aloud as the students follow along. (It would be a good idea to also have a copy of the article on transparency, so that the teacher can directly model the activity).

Third: As you read, guide students to mark up text to call attention to important information. To monitor students understanding ask the following questions

What facts would you underline or highlight in the first paragraph?

What is the main idea that you would underline in the second paragraph?

What is the main idea of the first paragraph?

How is this idea supported?

What information do you gain in the third paragraph?

What questions might you write in the margins of the text?

As students answer the questions you ask, use your transparency slide to mark up the text appropriately.

Fourth: Once you have modeled this activity for you class, have your students work independently on a different short text or the rest of the original text that you have not covered.

