Scrolls/Spool Paper
Tape regular paper together or use paper on a roll for this text mapping activity.

→Scrolls are an ancient technology, but they offer clear advantages over books - advantages that are particularly useful in the context of classroom instruction. When you open a book, you can only see two facing pages at a time; when you roll out a scroll, you can see the entire text - the entire length of the scroll - all at once. Here's how it looks:
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Open a book, and you see two facing pages.


Unroll a scroll, and you see the entire text.


→Scrolls enable the eye to comprehend. The simple act of displaying a text in scroll-form reveals information which often otherwise goes unnoticed. This enriches discussion and understanding.

→Unlike school-owned textbooks and library books, scrolls can be marked. Because you can mark them up, scrolls are an excellent medium for teaching and learning. Scrolls enable you to model the process of engaging a text - of actively pursuing meaning. You can mark a scroll to suit specific instructional purposes - to introduce a new chapter, teach active reading and study skills, clarify a key point, highlight key vocabulary, or review assigned readings - and your students can mark their scrolls to suit specific reading goals, as well as to suit their individual learning needs and abilities.
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