Senior Project Independent Study Syllabus
North Lawndale College Prep 2013-2014

Course Purpose and Goals: 
The purpose of the Senior Project Independent Study course is to provide significantly greater breadth and depth of content knowledge for the student’s Senior Project topic than could be otherwise gained without this course.  Under the facilitation of a skilled teacher, the content of this course is driven by (a) the senior’s Driving Question and (b) the senior’s line of inquiry and research, both qualitative and quantitative.  To those ends, this course will build significant and “conversational” content knowledge of the senior’s topic.
Principles to Learn By:
At the heart of this course will be teamwork.  Students will be part of a cohort that shares ideas, challenges each other, and works to progress and grow together.  Students will be accountable to all members of the cohort.  With such a reliance on each other, The Principles of Kingian Nonviolence and The Phoenix Way become even more imperative to maintain a peaceful learning environment.  In a classroom such as this, we are all vulnerable to potential emotional violence (if we neglect these principles) as we share our personal thoughts, ideas, and struggles with each other.
	The Six Principles of Kingian Nonviolence

· Principle 1: Nonviolence is a Way of Life for Courageous People

· Principle 2: The Beloved Community is the Goal

· Principle 3: Attack Forces of Evil, Not Persons Doing Evil

· Principle 4: Accept suffering without Retaliation for the Sake of the Cause to Achieve a Goal

· Principle 5: Avoid Internal Violence of the Spirit as well as External Physical Violence
· Principle 6:  The Universe is on the Side of Justice



The Phoenix Way

Be Prepared
Be Responsible
Be Respectful
Be Peaceful
Facilitators:

	Christiana
	Collins

	Ms. Mara Cosillo

mcosillo@nlcphs.org
	Mr. Andrew Brown

abrown@nlcphs.org

	Ms. Heidi Curran

hcurran@nlcphs.org 
	Mr. Thomas Corbiere

tcorbiere@nlcphs.org

	Ms. Meredith Elliot

melliot@nlcphs.org
	Mr. Jonathon Crotty

jcrotty@nlcphs.org

	Ms. Elizabeth Levinson

elevinson@nlcphs.org 
	Mr. Travis Pierce-Ryan

tryan@nlcphs.org

	Mr. Kiel Smith

ksmith@nlcphs.org
	Ms. Allison Tingwall

atingwall@nlcphs.org


Materials:
· (1) 1 subject spiral note book. 

· (1) Pocket folder with fasteners. 

Calendar of Key Dates and Deadlines:
**Each task in the table below MUST be completed prior to moving to the next task.**
	Due Date
	Task

	Friday, September 6
	1+teacher-approved documentary film
 (10+ notecards)

	Friday, September 20
	1+ peer-reviewed study with methods and results sections
(10+ notescards)

	Friday, October 18
	1+ Interview with appropriately qualified expert

(20+ notecards)

	Monday, October 28
	1+ peer-reviewed study with methods and results sections
(10+ notecards)

	Monday, November 4
	1+ additional primary source

(5+ notecards)

	Monday, December 9
	1+ student-generated data

(5+ notecards)

	MONDAY, DECEMBER 9
	CUT OFF DATE – all assignments and notecards must be APPROVED to pass this class

	Monday, January 13
	Senior Project Power Point Complete


NoodleTools Drop Box:

I will assess and approve notecards using NoodleTools. You are required to share you project with my drop box: 

Curran Independent Study 2013-2014
Benchmarks of Success:

	BENCHMARK
	ASSESSMENT METHOD
	EVIDENCE OF MASTERY

	1. Participation & Feedback
	Participation and feedback points may be earned during class time. Students are expected to work collaboratively in cohort groups and give constructive feedback to classmates.
	70% or better average 

	2. Skill building
	In class and take home assignments and quizzes will be given to support students’ development of reading, writing, researching, and critical thinking skills.
	70% or better average on all assignments and quizzes

	3. Presentations 
	Students will present to cohorts and whole class group at various points during the development of their project. Presentations will be assessed by teacher (weighted 75%) and by peers (weighted 25%).
	70% or better on all required presentations 

	4. Interview & Notecards
	Develop and conduct an interview with a professional (non-NLCP).  Successful approval of 20+ Notecards.
	Successful approval of Interview and all Interview notecards are required to move on to next step of project.

	5. Primary/Secondary Source Notecards
	Successful approval of 10+ Documentary Film Notecards. Successful approval of 20+ Notecards for 2 Peer-Reviewed Studies with results and data section.  Successful approval of 5+ additional primary source Notecards.
	Successful approval of each set of Notecards is required to move on to next step of project

	6. Student-Generated Data & Notecards
	Develop and conduct study/experiment in conjunction with your evidence for Sr Project.  Successful approval of 5+ Notecards.
	Successful approval of study and 5+ Notecards are required to move on to next step of project.

	7. Power Point
	Approved Draft and Final versions of PowerPoint aligned to project outline/final essay that synthesize information gathered in Ind Study and English. Includes question, claim, evidence, opposition and proposal.
	70% or higher on the Power Point is required to complete this course.

	8. Deadlines
	Completing benchmarks 3-7 with all notecards approved by the dates specified in the syllabus.
	Benchmarks 3-7 completed on time


Grading:

To earn a C, the student must demonstrate mastery of all benchmarks 3-7.

To earn a B, the student must demonstrate mastery of all benchmarks 3-7, as well as 1 or 2.

To earn an A-, the student must demonstrate mastery of all benchmarks 1-7.

To earn an A, the student must demonstrate mastery of all 8 benchmarks.

----------------------------------------Cut here and keep the top in your binder-------------------------------------------
A copy will also be posted on my website: http://www.nlcphs.org/english/ms-curran/
I understand the requirements of Independent Study and will strive to do my best.
Student signature: __________________________________________________

Date:__________________

I understand the requirements of Independent Study and will support my student in their success in this course.
Parent Signature:   __________________________________________________________________ Date: _______________

Parent phone number: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Parent email (if applicable): _______________________________________________________________________________

Preferred method of contact:    (Circle one)  

Phone                                               Email



Text
