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Why I Exist
As a child, I had difficulty falling asleep.  My open eyes would scan the dark bedroom shadows and ponder why I was even alive.  “What am I supposed to do with my life?” I would wonder.  Many years later on the verge of another school year. Those questions don’t seem so unanswerable anymore.   

My junior year English teacher gave me my first clue.  He opened my eyes to see how all schools were not equal.  Up to that point I hadn’t realized how privileged I was to attend a school in a ritzy suburb with excellent teachers and community support, and I hadn’t thought about kids in more under-resourced communities. Although America was supposed to be the land of opportunities, my opportunities and the opportunities of those in other communities were not the same because we grew up in different neighborhoods and schools.  This shot down my rosy view of America, but it also inspired me to do something about it.  

I had always enjoyed tutoring my peers, so I began entertaining notions of a teaching career.  If I could give students in marginalized communities the same kind of education I had received as a child.  Perhaps the American playing field would begin to even out.  

Or so I thought. Since becoming a teacher, I’ve experienced how educational inequality is more complicated than I imagined, but all the experiences I’ve had (academic and not) along with my hopelessly optimistic spirit keep me from quitting.  As Frederick Douglas says, “If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”  Anything worth fighting for requires a fight, and my days are now filled with hard work, perseverance, and resilience.  My nights?  I never have trouble falling asleep anymore.   
The Reflection (WWA)
Ms. Curran, Instructor, 2013-2014
hcurran@nlcphs.org

In this class, you will turn in a polished, typed piece of writing due every week on Friday.  Some weeks, I will assign your topic.  Other weeks, the topic will be completely up to you.  WWAs must be submitted to Turnitin.com before your class meets on Friday.  Otherwise, the assignment will be late and receive no credit.

Here’s the scoop on how I will grade your Reflections.  As college-bound students, my expectations for your writing are sky high.  Your Reflection is not only an opportunity to develop your voice as a writer, but it is also your venue to demonstrate your grammatical proficiency.  Consequently, you will receive two grades for each Reflection. 
1)  As long as your Reflection meets the formatting requirements and contains 20 double-spaced lines that fit on one page, you will receive a 5 for completion.  (  Formatting requirements include a single-spaced heading in the top left corner, a creative title that is perfectly centered, and Times New Roman 12 point font.  Oftentimes professional writers have to express their ideas under strict special or word restrictions, and consequently they develop effective strategies to write concisely.  Because I want you to start developing your own tricks now, your Reflection must NOT spill over onto the next page. 
2) Your second Reflection grade will be based on your grammar.  I will only hold you accountable to the grammar skills we have practiced in class.  If you turn in a Reflection with no grammar errors, you will receive an 5 for grammar.  If you have three or more errors, you will receive a 1, but you have the opportunity to revise for a 5.  I will highlight only one grammar error that is repeated at least two or three times, but I will not tell you what that grammar error is.  In order for you to receive the A for grammar, you must correctly identify the highlighted grammar error and correctly revise all highlighted sentences.  The revised sentences must be turned in before the next WWA is due.
If you do not turn in your Reflections, you will have no evidence for growth in TWO categories: Writing and Grammar!  In the gradebook, you will see TWO ZEROS for each WWA. 

Now take one more look at Misuzu Schexnider’s Reflection.  What two grades would this Reflection receive? What would this student need to do to change her grade? 

LATE Reflections WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!

Because this is an online turn-in deadline, even if you are absent on a Friday, I will still expect your Reflection to be turned in to the website by 8:00 a.m. that day.  
Each week, 1-3 students will share their Reflection with the class, and your reading will earn you a separate grade in the Participation category.  I will pass around a sheet so you can sign up for a day of your choice.   
Use the center button to place your title here





Single space this heading





Double space and use 12 pt Times New Roman font





Your Reflection must be at least 20 lines while still fitting on one page











