NLCP Teacher Annotation Guide
The following is a step-by-step process teachers may use to help their students annotate a variety of texts. The annotation guide aims to help students improve their comprehension and to aid in higher-order thinking skills.
	Before Reading:

Goal: Students will write a Driving Question or teacher provided B on top of the text so as to guide their thinking of the text

Annotations used: DQ and/or B
· Teacher will provide a DQ to the students at the top of the text (optional). This driving question can also be supplied by the student.

· Teacher will create the B for the students (optional). Creating the B is optional as to the need of the assignment.

	During First Read:

Goal: Students will decode and comprehend the text

· Students will read the text with the purpose of decoding and comprehending the information. While reading, students will show their comprehension in three ways…

1) Identify Vocabulary: Identify and underline a minimum of 5 new vocabulary words or key words and define them on the text. Students can identify vocabulary by using context clues, look up definition, or use word parts. 

(The vocabulary word/term should be circled and the definition written near the word)

2) Ask Questions: Students can write any questions that mark confusion or are worthy of discussion.
(Question should be written in the right margin)

3) Create Main Idea Statements (3 options for each text): Students will write the main idea throughout the text. The main idea can be identified…
· After every paragraph (in the right margin), or
· After every heading (in the right margin), or
· After the entire text
(The main idea statement should be written near the appropriate part of the text decided by teacher)

	After First Read:

Goal: Student will identify the (B)ig Idea the author has discussed in the text.
· Teacher should direct the students to, if not done already, determine the B (Big Idea of the text)

	During Second Read:

Goal: Students will notice, notice patterns, and analyze the selected text

Possible annotations used: BackGround, A (reasons, support, etc.) Evidence (discrete facts), Opposition, Rebuttal

· Teacher will have students reread the text. During the second read, students will notice, identify, analyze the text, and look for possible As and Es (BGs, Os, and Rs for stretch annotations) within the text. These parts of the text should be underlined and labeled after selected.

	After Second Read:

Goal: Students will evaluate their information selected and judge whether the information chosen is of a high quality.

· Teacher will have students skim their selected parts of the text and evaluate their quality.


Annotation Symbols

DQ: Driving Question

B: Big Idea
A: Support for the B/DQ

E: Evidence that supports the A

BG: BackGround information for the B/DQ

O: Opposition to the author’s claim

R: Rebuttal to an opposition. Response to the opposition of the A
